BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
September 30, 2011   
AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION MINNESOTA CHAPTER
St. Cloud, MN
Board members, committee members, and liaisons present: Lance Bernard, Jane Kansier, Trisha Rosenfeld, Suzanne Rhees, Gina Mitchell, Adam Fulton, Jean Coleman, Crystal Paumen, Bob Graham, Wayne Hurley, Hilary Holmes, Chris Moates, Chuck Froseth, Mark Grimes, Bob Patton, Tim Gladhill, Andrew Mack, and Cindy Kirchoff.
The meeting was held at the annual APA MN conference.  Lance opened the meeting at 7:30 a.m.
Agenda: Chris moved to approve the agenda with the addition of an action item to approve FAICP nominations.  Suzanne seconded, and the motion passed.

FAICP nominations:  Lance reported that the FAICP Committee reviewed APA MN members eligible for FAICP nomination and recommend the Chapter submit applications nominating Suzanne Rhees, David Pitt, and Bob Worthington. A detailed written report of the process used by the FAICP Committee was submitted to the Executive Committee. Adam moved to approve the set of nominees.  Chuck seconded and the motion passed.  Suzanne Rhees abstained from the vote.
President’s report: Lance reminded everyone that October is National Planning Month and asked everyone to consider holding an event.  Bemidji will hold a two day workshop, and Minneapolis and Pine City have an event planned.  Adam sent an e-mail to members putting forward a challenge asking planners to do better than the public works people do for Public Works month. Suzanne suggested she may hold a brown bag for state agency planners.  She also suggested writing letters to the editor showcasing why planners do what they do.
Lance also reminded everyone of the upcoming District Representative elections. Everyone is encouraged to run and contact the Chapter administrators for nomination information.  APA National will facilitate the election again this year.  Gina and Chris stated they will not be running for reelection.  They were thanked for their service. 
Treasurer’s report: Adam reported that we are a little short on income compared to the budget, but the conference should be in the black. The student scholarships went out last week. The State has changed how they pay for conference attendees, and it is creating some difficulty.  The conference has the largest attendance in our history with over 500 attendees over the three days.  The conference finances will be reported in November.  The northeast and northwest districts both spent money on successful social events. The students are planning a fall event. 

Someone asked how the new web support contract is working out.  Adam said we are paying more of a market rate, so it is more expensive, but the updates are very regular.
Wayne moved to approve the Treasurer’s report.  Trisha seconded and the motion passed.     
Someone asked about the newsletter editor position.  Adam reported that 7 proposals were received.  The committee will review the applications and make a recommendation at the November meeting.
Member survey: Lance introduced the member survey results and invited discussion.  The following comments were made:
· Do question 2 results reflect AICP membership? 

· Need to be more visible with volunteer opportunities.

· The metro area membership is large.  Need to reach out to greater Minnesota.  Maybe through more on-line trainings and more conference calls for meetings.

· 95% agree with legislative initiatives.  This is a result of making the legislative work transparent and visible. The variance issue got people thinking.

·  The survey should guide board decisions and inform the work plan update.

· It confirms that communication is working through the website and newsletter.

· Newsletter content could be stronger. We are thinking of going to bi-monthly newsletters.

· All potential conference locations received good responses. The increasing attendance numbers put a limit on potential sites.

· The professional development officers plan to survey AICP members to find out what they still need for credits this year.  An ethics brown bag is planned for November.  The PDOs will work on free courses and improve information on the website.
Legislative Committee report: Andrew thanked the members for support of the committee’s activities this year. Andrew attended the national chapter gathering in D.C. and connected with APA National legislative staff. The talk in D.C. was that planning as a profession is challenged by the focus on delivery of public service in a time of fewer resources.  National is looking in to rebranding the planning message.
Conference comments: Several people offered comments on the conference.  Otto stated that out of the 8 or 9 conference he has helped with, this one is the best.  Great co-chairs!  Tim said thanks for all the support.  Suzanne mentioned that we should think about zero waste as a goal for future conferences.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 upon motion.
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