
I t was a fun dayðyou SHOULDA been there!  On Saturday, November 14, 2009, after nearly thirteen 

years, the Northstar Commuter Rail train made its inaugural run through all six stations (Big Lake, Elk 

River, Anoka, Coon Rapids, and Fridley) along its 40-mile route.   
 
 At least 700 people from each of the six stations received sets of four tickets for a round-trip ride 

through an on-line lottery.  In addition, another 100 tickets were made available at each station on a first-

come, first-served basis. 
 
 Each of the six stations sponsored open-

ing events that suited their individual com-

munities.  Anoka had a Civil War reenact-

ment, as its soldiers went to war on horse-

back and returned on the train.  Meanwhile, 

in Coon Rapids, a 40s band played to cele-

brate the cityôs 50th anniversary.   
 
 Fridleyôs event featured the Fridley City 

Band and the Big Lake event featured an 

historical perspective of area transportation 

from the Sherburne County Historical Soci-

ety.   In Elk River, event planners provided  

folks Northstar ñhankiesò to wave as the 

train pulled out of the station for the first 

time.                     (continued on pg. 2) 
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planning minnesota  
 
published by:  
The Minnesota chapter of the Ameri-
can Planning Association (APA MN) 
publishes this newsletter on a 
monthly basis, with combined June/
July and December/January issues. 
 
submissions:  
We welcome articles, letters to the 
editor, photos, calendar items, pro-
ject profiles, planners on the move 
items, and other news.   Job open-
ings will be listed in the newsletter 
and posted on the APA MN site for 
$25.  Send all submissions via e-mail 
to:  
 newsletter@mnapa.com  
 
deadlines:  
All submissions should be sent to 
the editors by January 15, 2010 for 
inclusion in the February issue.   
 
newsletter editors:  
 Bob & Kate Garwood 
 Phone: 763-862-4230  
 newsletter@mnapa.com  
 
changes of address: 
APA MN does not maintain address 
lists.  All lists are maintained at the 
national office and mailed to local 
chapters each month.   If you have 
moved, send your updated info to: 
 Membership Department 
 American Planning Association  
 122 S. Michigan Ave., Ste. 1600 
 Chicago, IL 60603-6107 
 
APA MN administration:  
The Chapter web site is 
 www.mnapa.com  
 
Otto and Peggy Schmid are the 
Chapter administrators.  They can be 
reached at:    
 mnapa@buffleheadweb.net  
 9288 Beverly Drive,  
 Breezy Point, MN 56472.  
 Phone 888-882-5369 
 

 

APA MN DISCLAIMER :  The views 

expressed in articles published on the web-

site (www.mnapa.com) or in this newsletter 

are those of the authors.  They do not neces-

sarily represent the views or opinions on 

APA MN or its staff and contractors, or any 

entity of, or affiliated with, the APA MN.  

Any questions or comments may be directed 

to the newsletter editors or the President of 

the APA MN. 
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 Upon arrival at Target Field Station, passengers toured the 

ñvertical stationò that provides them a staircase, escalator, or ele-

vator to the next level, and provides transfer to the Hiawatha Light 

Rail train connecting passengers to the Minneapolis-St. Paul Air-

port and to the Mall of America.    
 
 Passengers are able to purchase tickets at each station using 

ticket vending machines.  On its first day, the ridership reports in-

dicated that over 2,400 passengers rode the new rail line.   

  

- continued  
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At the Target Field Station, the  

Northstar transfers passengers to and 

from the Hiawatha Light Rail line. 

Passengers purchase tickets at 

vending machines located  

at each station. 
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A fter a very successful National Planning 

Conference in Minneapolis and a Mini-

Conference in Brooklyn Park, it is time to turn 

our attention to planning an exciting 2010 con-

ference.  The 2010 State Planning Conference 

will also serve as the Upper Midwest Regional 

Conference, which means we will be entertain-

ing attendees from neighboring states.  The City 

of Mankato will be hosting the conference from 

Wednesday, September 22nd to Friday, Septem-

ber 24th in the Verizon Wireless Conference 

Center in the heart of Mankato.  
 
 The Greater Mankato Area has undergone an 

impressive transformation in recent years, and 

local planners are proud to be hosting the confer-

ence to highlight some of their achievements.  

Events at the conference will include some of the 

planning practices used to achieve those 

changes.   
 
 Conference planning has officially kicked off 

with a core group of Planning Committee mem-

bers and another fifty individuals expressing in-

terest in serving on the Programs and Events 

subcommittees.  The Planning Committee is nar-

rowing in on ideas for a conference theme, with 

ñPlanning for a New Decadeò and ñPlanning 

After the Economic Recoveryò as leading con-

tenders. 

 One major goal of the conference is to pro-

vide attendees with a minimum of 16 continuing 

education credits to help meet the American In-

stitute of Certified Planners (AICP) Certification 

Maintenance (CM) requirements.  In order to 

ensure that sessions are eligible for CM credits, 

the Programs Committee will be meeting in early 

January to solicit conference presentations and 

track themes that will have the greatest chance of 

meeting CM standards.  Following the same for-

mat as previous years, submissions will be ac-

cepted electronically at the conference website: 

www.plannersconference.com beginning in mid-

to-late January.  Please watch for the  announce-

ment soliciting your conference proposal. 
 
 Over the coming months, the Events Commit-

tee will also be meeting to develop some excit-

ing social events for the conference.  In the 

meantime, if you have any comments, sugges-

tions, or ideas for the 2010 Conference, feel free 

to email co-chairs Breanne Rothstein at 

(brothstein@ci.minnetrista.mn.us) or Bryan  

Gadow at (bgadow@wayzata.org). 
 
 We look forward to seeing YOU in Mankato! 
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The 2010 State Planning & Upper Midwest Regional Conference  
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APA Minnesota Nominates Three Members to the  
Fellows of the American Institute of Certified Planners  

by Carissa Schively Slotterback 
 
 This fall, APA Minnesota nominated three of its members to the Fellows of the American Institute 

of Certified Planners (FAICP), including Richard Bolan, Weiming Lu, and John Shardlow.  The chap-

ter previously nominated Barbara Lukermann in 2000 and Robert Einsweiler in 2003, both of whom 

were selected for entry into the College of Fellows.   
 
     Fellows of the American Institute of Planning are selected based on their significant contributions to 

planning and society.  Membership in AICP for at least 15 years is required for all nominees.  Nomi-

nees are expected to have achieved excellence in professional practice, teaching and mentoring, re-

search, and public and community service and can be nominated in one of these four categories. 
 
     In selecting this yearôs nominees, recommendations for nomination were solicited from APA Min-

nesota membership in summer 2009 and were then reviewed by a volunteer committee.   The commit-

tee reviewed resumes and conducted a detailed review of eight potential nominees, ultimately settling 

on three candidates to move forward in the nomination process. 
 
     First, Dr. Richard Bolan was nominated in the category of teaching and mentor-

ing.  He has been a member of AICP since 1967 and a member of APA since 1956.  

He has made extensive contributions to planning education as a teacher and mentor for 

over 30 years at the University of Minnesota and Boston College.  He remains active 

at the University of Minnesota as an emeritus professor, teaching courses in GIS.  He 

has also made significant contributions to planning theory and research through publi-

cations addressing the evolving role of the planner from technician to active partici-

pant in his/her social, political, and economic context.  In addition to teaching graduate students, Dr. 

Bolan was engaged in policy education and research in Central and Eastern Europe, following the fall 

of the Soviet Union.  He educated government officials on environmental, economic, and institutional 

reform to assist several nations in the transition from Communist regimes.  Finally, Dr. Bolan was in-

fluential in his early career as a practicing planner, working in the late 1950s and early 1960s as Direc-

tor of Renewal Planning for the Boston Redevelopment Authority and in several other public and pri-

vate sector planning positions in the Boston area. 

 

 Second, Weiming Lu was nominated in the category of professional practice.  Mr. 

Lu has been a member of AICP since 1965, and has worked as a planning practitioner 

since the 1960s, including work in Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Dallas.  A consistent and 

defining aspect across his various accomplishments has been his concern for the inte-

gration of planning and design.  For example, his work in Minneapolis on a visual 

analysis study informed a downtown plan that included Nicollet Mall, the skyways, and 

helped foster the recovery of the downtown area.  In Dallas, he was active in historic 

preservation and urban design, including preserving the Texas Book Depository.  His more recent work 

in St. Paul with the Lowertown Redevelopment Corporation, led to the renovation of the Lowertown 

District, including addressing significant financing challenges.  Lu has also been active at the national 

and international level on planning and design activities, including serving as consultant for the 1984 

Los Angeles Olympics and advisor in Biejing, Taipei, and Singapore.  He has lectured extensively 

around the world, has written on numerous planning topics, and has received several national awards 

for his work. 
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     Finally, John Shardlow was also 

nominated in the category of profes-

sional practice.  He is currently a 

principal with Bonestroo, Inc., has 

been a member of AICP since 1984, 

and is widely recognized as a leader in the plan-

ning field in the state of Minnesota.  In his more 

than 30 years as a planning consultant, Mr. Shard-

low has worked for over 100 communities and 

counties through Minnesota on a diverse range of 

planning, zoning, and development projects, in-

cluding many award winning planning efforts.  

Among his notable projects is the St. Cloud Area 

Joint Planning District Plan, the first regional 

planning effort outside of the Twin Cities Metro 

Area.  He also led the Builders Association of the 

Twin Cities ñHigh Cost of Sprawlò study, which 

detailed future growth options for the Twin Cities 

and the expansion of the municipal urban service 

area (MUSA).  In addition his practice work, he 

has been active in a number of planning-related 

organizations including his ongoing work with the 

Urban Land Institute and the Sensible Land Use 

Coalition - an organization which he helped found.  

Finally, through his role as a faculty member with 

the Government Training Service (GTS) for more 

than two decades, Mr. Shardlow has educated 

thousands of elected and appointed officials in the 

state. 
 
     Minnesotaôs nominees are currently under re-

view by the national FAICP Selection Committee, 

which consists of several existing FAICP mem-

bers.  For those nominees selected, an Induction 

Ceremony will be held at the APA Conference in 

New Orleans in April 2010.  The APA Minnesota 

FAICP Nominating Committee was chaired by 

Carissa Schively Slotterback from the University 

of Minnesota.  Anita Rasmussen from the City of 

Sartell and Richard Krier from Midwest Planning 

and Design played a lead role in coordinating the 

applications for the nominees.  Additional com-

mittee members included Karen Islam, Jane Kan-

sier, Cynthia Kirchoff, Frank Loetterle, Josh Ol-

son, Marilyn Porter, Dale Powers, Bob Worthing-

ton, and Michael Wozniak.  For more information 

about FAICP, please visit: http://www.planning.org/

faicp on the National APA webpage. 

January, 2010 Event Calendar 
 
Wednesday, January 20   
Health Care Facility Design  
and Development  
12:00 noon.  90-minute live teleconference.  
Live Teleconference - $219;  Live Teleconfer-
ence + CD $288; CD/Manual Package, only - 
$219. This teleconference will help you under-
stand the various project delivery models that 
can be applied to health care real estate devel-
opment.  We will discuss the importance of col-
laboration between all members of the project 
team, from the outset of the planning process, 
and how the appropriate inclusion of data-
based modeling and planning at the front-end 
can help mitigate project risk.  You will be able 
to discuss conceptions and misconceptions of 
each delivery model; review case studies; de-
fine tools for collaboration on project delivery; 
identify market data and benchmarks to im-
prove planning and programming efficiencies. 
Five ways to register: online: www.lorman.com; 
phone: 866-352-9539; email: customerser-
vice@lorman.com; fax: 715-833-3953; mail: 
Lorman Education Services, Dept 5382, PO 
Box 2933, Milwaukee, WI 53201-2933. 

Thursday & Friday, January 21 & 22 
2010 EDAM Winter Conference: Innovation 
in the Practice of Economic Development 
MPLS Marriott Southwest.  Visit the EDAM 
website at www.edam.org for more information. 

http://www.planning.org/faicp
http://www.planning.org/faicp
http://www.lorman.com
mailto:customerservice@lorman.com
mailto:customerservice@lorman.com
http://www.edam.org
http://www.tkda.com/
http://www.srfconsulting.com/
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The Year in Review From the President 
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 Over the past year, 

the economic downturn 

has been challenging to 

everyone, including 

APA MN.  Thankfully, 

APA MN has grown 

stronger as an organiza-

tion in the last year, in 

addition to beginning 

new services.  The 

growth of our organiza-

tion has resulted from a committed board, 

dedicated volunteers, and a strong membership 

base.   
 
 Unfortunately, the National APA is facing 

new financial challenges for 2010.  In order to 

maintain its current level of service, National 

APA is requesting each chapter to contribute 

more financially by covering a share of the 

administrative costs, such as credit card fees 

that we do not currently pay.  This proposal 

has certainly created a buzz within each chap-

ter.  However, the biggest selling point of the 

proposal is that it will help ensure National 

services are maintained. 
 
 As this change is implemented, our chapter 

will likely see a decrease in revenue from Na-

tional.  Even though National is proposing to 

keep more of the revenue from membership 

dues, I can assure you that our services and 

state membership dues will not be impacted.     
 
 I have spent enough time dwelling on the 

economy.  I would like to take this opportunity 

to highlight the many positive achievements 

we have made as an organization in 2009. 

 

CM Credits:  Our Chapter offered at least 85 

CM credits to membersða significant increase 

from 2008ðmaking Minnesota one of the 

states offering the most CM credits to its mem-

bers.  For more information on CM credits, 

contact Professional Development Officer, Jeff 

Smyser at jeff.smyser@ci.lino-lakes.mn.us. 

 

Treasurer Activities:  Our Chapterôs revenue 
comes from a variety of sources, the largest be-

ing membership.  In addition, the National Con-

ference provided us with a net profit of approxi-

mately $10,000, which will be dedicated to in-

creasing scholarship funds, educational training, 

website updates, legislative initiatives, district 

activities, and citizen planner outreach.  The 

board has also initiated a reserve policy, a 

sound budgeting policy.  For more information 

on the budget, please contact the Chapter Treas-

urer, Adam Fulton, at afulton@stlouispark.org.    

 

Networking Committee:  Today is the day 

to reconnect with your fellow colleagues.  Send 

them an email, give them a call, poke them on 

Facebook or leave them a Twitter message.  If 

those avenues of reconnecting do not work, you 

can rely on us to provide you with networking 

opportunities.  In 2010, the committee will be 

planning bowling outings, bike tours, social 

events, train rides, and baseball games (Go 

Twins!).  In addition to these events, we will 

continue to host brown bag luncheons.  This 

year, we hosted 12 sessions with topics ranging 

from wireless towers, community gardening, 

and walk-ability audits.  For more information 

on social events, please contact Loren Gordon 

at lgordon@eminnetonka.com, or if you are inter-

ested in brown bag sessions, you can email Joe 

Hogeboom JHogeboom@ci.golden-valley.mn.us 

for more information. 

 

Citizen Planner: A citizen planner coupon 

was distributed in October offering planning 

commission boards a discounted rate to join the 

organization in 2010.  Thanks to this creative 

idea by Mike Darrow and Wayne Hurley, APA 

MN has gained 15 new planning commissions, 

resulting in approximately 150 new members.  

To help meet the needs of our citizen planners, 

we will be exploring opportunities to develop a 
 
         (continued on next page) 
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