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MINNESOTA LEGISLATIVE LINE SCORE
	Year
	Number of Minnesota House bills introduced
	Number of Minnesota Senate bills introduced
	Laws Enacted
	Full bills vetoed (including pocket vetoes)

	2011, 1st Special Session
	27
	21
	12
	0

	2011
	1,761
	1,477
	94
	23

	2010, 2nd Special Session
	7
	6
	1
	0

	2010, 1st Special Session
	2
	2
	1
	0

	2010
	1,457
	1,264
	202
	23

	2009
	2,407
	2,166
	157
	22


Sources:

Minnesota Legislative Reference Library—“Number of Bills Introduced and Laws Passed in the Minnesota Legislature, 1849-present”
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/histleg/bills.aspx
House Bill Introductions:

http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/cco/introductionsls86.asp
Senate Bill Introductions:

http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/orders/intros/index.php#header
Minnesota Session Laws
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/
Vetoes:

http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/vetoes/vetoes.aspx
FOR MORE 2011 SESSION & 2011 SPECIAL SESSION INFORMATION
The following information is provided as a general summary of the 2011 Regular and 1st Special Session of the Minnesota Legislature. For further information about the most recent session, or to contact your state representative and senator, the following additional resources are available:

To find out who represents you at the legislature, the Minnesota Legislature offers this online tool:

http://www.gis.leg.mn/OpenLayers/districts/
The House Public Information Services office and the Senate Information Office provide assistance to the public in identifying state representatives, senators, Minnesota House and Senate committee information, and bill information. Call House Public Information at (651) 296-2146 or 1 (800) 657-3550, or TTY: (800) 627-3529. Call Senate Information at (651) 296-0504 or (651) 296-2887.
The Office of Revisor of Statutes compiles Minnesota Statutes, Session Laws, Rules, and information about all bills that have been introduced in the House and Senate. All information is available for online access.

Finally, the Minnesota Legislative Reference Library has a wealth of information available to the public at the library and online. For more information, call (651) 296-8338 or email the library at http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/comments.aspx.

Table formatted summaries of the Chapters Laws for the 2011 Regular Session and 2011 is provided at the end of the following selected session highlights.
HIGHLIGHTS: 2011 SESSION & 2011 SPECIAL SESSION LAWS

Zoning variance changes – 2011 Session Laws, Chapter 19 - HF 52/SF 13

Legislation was initiated and passed this session as a response to a June 2010, Minnesota Supreme Court decision Krummenacher v. City of Minnetonka, 783 N.W.2d. In this case, the Minnesota Supreme Court held that the City of Minnetonka did not have authority to grant the variance if the property owner could put the property to a reasonable use without a variance. The Court also noted that the legislature would be required to provide a more flexible variance standard than was provided for in municipal law.

The Session Law was signed by the governor on May 5 and amends the standards for granting a variance and applies to counties, cities, and towns with zoning controls. The change applies to the individual county and municipal planning and zoning statutes by amending Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 394.27, subdivision 7; and section 462.357, subdivision 6.
The term "hardship" is eliminated and allows a zoning authority to issue a variance to a zoning control if there are "practical difficulties". "Practical difficulties" are described as follows:

· "the property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by an official control;

· the plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner; and

· the variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality."

Finally, a variance may be issued only if it is "in harmony with the general purposes and intent" of the ordinance and consistent with the comprehensive plan.
Municipal detachment and annexations – 2011 Session Laws, Chapter: 115 -- HF 753/SF 792
The new law adopts a recommendation made in a 2009 Municipal Boundary Adjustment Task Force report and became effective on August 1, 2011. Without the changes provided for in this bill, a property owner could petition for detachment from one city and annexation to the adjacent city but only if each affected city adopts a resolution. Before 2006, a property owner only needed a resolution of one of the affected cities. In 2006, this was changed to require each affected city to support the petition. This bill restores the pre-2006 procedures and clarifies them. The bill adds to the description of the procedures for initiating a concurrent detachment and annexation that it may be started by petition of property owners accompanied by a resolution in support from at least one of the affected cities. The bill also provides for a conforming amendment to clarify that the chief administrative law judge may order the detachment and annexation (without a hearing) if the proceeding was initiated by both cities and their resolutions were in order. The bill allows property owners to also initiate. Finally, the new law reinstates the pre-2006 language and permits property owners with the support of at least one of the affected cities, instead of all of them, to be detached from one city and annexed to another.
Green Acres and Rural Preserves tax provisions are changed – 2011 Session Laws, Chapter: 13 -- HF0012/SF0037/CH13
Chapter 13 changes the Rural Preserves program by eliminating requirements for a conservation plan and a covenant agreement. Property enrolled in the Green Acres program or the Rural Preserves program after May 1, 2012 will be subject to a five-year payback requirement rather than the previously established three-year requirement. The new law allows land that is removed from Green Acres after 2008 changes to the law to be reinstated to the Green Acres program or the Rural Preserves program at the owner's request. Finally, the commissioner of revenue is required to consider alternative methodologies for valuing property in both the Green Acres and Rural Preserves programs.

Changes to Minnesota's environmental review and permitting processes -- 2011 Session Laws, Chapter 4 -- HF 1/SF 42
Passed early in the session, the legislation makes several changes to Minnesota's environmental review (MEPA) and permitting processes. The bill includes “efficiency” and agency time duration decision-making language that is similar to Governor Dayton’s Executive Order 11-04. The new law shortens the time that is provided for state agencies’ comments, establishes a goal of 150 days for permits, and refers MEPA appeals directly to the Court of Appeals. By making a change to the definition “governmental unit”, Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation Board (IRRRB) projects are made exempt from environmental review. The new law allows project sponsors to prepare and submit draft environmental impact statement (EIS) documents to the responsible governmental unit (RGU). Final decisions on all permits must be made within 30 days after final approval of the EIS. The 30 day period may be extended in cases where: a longer period is permitted by Minnesota Statutes, section 15.99; is required by federal law or other state statute; or if the longer period is consented to by the permit applicant.
Although the new law triggers permitting and environmental reviews within these newly mandated specified timelines, the resource agencies will be developing, implementing, monitoring, and formally reporting efficiency measures as agency budgets are further constrained by funding cuts and shifts. For example, the special session’s environment, energy, and commerce omnibus bill (2011 First Special Session Laws - Chapter 2--SF 3/HF 5) includes changes to these same resource agencies’ budgets. (See: http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/fiscal/files/env11SS.pdf)

In addition to codifying the 150-day goal contained in the Executive Order, Minnesota Session Laws 2011 Chapter 4 also mandates the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to issue a permitting efficiency report on August 1 and February 1 of each year.
The first “Semiannual Permitting Efficiency Report” was issued by the MPCA on August 1, 2011. The report may be accessed online at: http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/view-document.html?gid=16015.
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) also released its report, “Semi-Annual Environmental Permit Performance Report and Recommendations” by August 1, 2011. The report is available online at http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/reports/legislative/2011-permitting-efficiency.pdf
As noted in these reports, the first report that was required by the law will occur less than 150 days since the law went into effect on March 4, 2011. No permits have exceeded the 150 permit decision time frame. As a result, the agencies’ next required semi-annual reports released on February 1, 2012 will track and report on any permit decision exceeding 150 days for applications that are received after March 3, 2011.

Environment/Energy/Commerce Omnibus Bill -- First Special Session - 2011 Session Laws, Chapter 2--SF 3/HF 5
The Minnesota Senate Counsel, Research and Fiscal Policy bill summary provided below includes the following synopsis of appropriations for various agencies and programs (Articles 1-3). Statutory changes pertaining to both finance and policies are summarized in Article 4. Article 5 changes to Game and Fish policy can be reviewed at the Senate bill Counsel, Research and Fiscal Policy summary link at:

http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/departments/scr/billsumm/summary_display_from_db.php?ls=87&id=511
Article 1: Environment and Natural Resources
Section 1. [Summary of appropriations] provides a summary of the approximately $664.0 million in direct appropriations for the biennium in this article.

Section 2. [Environment and natural resources appropriations] provides the boilerplate language for the interpretation of the biennial appropriations in this article.

Section 3. [Pollution Control Agency] directly appropriates approximately $158.8 million to the Pollution Control Agency (PCA) for the next biennium.

Section 4. [Department of Natural Resources] directly appropriates approximately $450.3 million to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for the next biennium.

Section 5. [Board of Water and Soil Resources] directly appropriates approximately $25.1 million to the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) for the next biennium.

Section 6. [Metropolitan parks] directly appropriates approximately $17.1 million to the Metropolitan Council for Metropolitan Parks for the next biennium.

Section 7. [Conservation Corps Minnesota] directly appropriates $1.6 million to Conservation Corps Minnesota for the next biennium.

Section 8. [Minnesota Zoo] directly appropriates approximately $11.2 million to the Minnesota Zoo for the next biennium.

Section 9. [Effective Date] makes this article effective retroactively from July 1, 2011.

Article 2: Energy, Commerce, and Consumer Protection Financing
Section 1. [Summary of Appropriations] provides a summary of the approximately $59.4 million in direct appropriations for the next biennium.

Section 2. [Energy Finance Appropriations] provides the boilerplate language for the interpretations of the biennial appropriations in the bill.

Section 3. [Department of Commerce] directly appropriates approximately $47.0 million to the Department of Commerce for the next biennium.

Section 4. [Telecommunication Acccess Minnesota] allocates $1.4 million from the telecommunication access Minnesota fund for the next biennium.

Section 5. [Public Utilities Commission] directly appropriates approximately $12.4 million for the next biennium.

Section 6. [Transfers] transfers $3.4 million from various accounts in the special revenue fund to the general fund.

Section 7. [Transfer, Assigned Risk Plan] makes transfers from the assigned risk plan to the general fund in a total amount of $13.742 million.

Section 8. [Transfers In] $1.756 million is credited to the general fund through cancellations of balances of appropriations from the renewable development fund.

Section 9. [Cancellation] cancels $700,000 from a 2007 appropriation for a grant to the St. Paul Port Authority.

Section 10. [Community Energy Activities; Assessment and Grant] directs the Commissioner of Commerce to make a $500,000 grant for the purposes of community energy technical assistance and outreach. The grant money is made available through an assessment on energy utilities.

Section 11. [Effective date] makes this article effective retroactively from July 1, 2011.

Article 3: Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund
Article 3 contains an amended version of the recommendations from the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR). The article appropriates approximately $51.4 million to various entities for the next biennium. This article is effective retroactively from July 1, 2011.

Article 4: Statutory Changes
Section 1. [Advisory Committee for Technology Standards for Accessibility and Usability] creates an Advisory Committee for Technology Standards for Accessibility and Usability of ten members.

Section 2. [LAWCON recodification] recodifies the statutory language on federal land and water conservation (LAWCON) funds.

Section 3. [Invasive species account transfers] transfers $750,000 each year from the water recreation account to the invasive species account.

Section 4. [Deposit of fees] removes the $25,000/year cap on expenditures from sales, rentals, or leases in state parks.

Section 5. [Forest management investment account; certification] provides for the certification of costs for forestry activities on state-managed lands. The amount certified will be deposited into the forest management investment account.

Section 6. [Forest management investment account; revenue] adds certifications as revenue to the forest management investment account.

Section 7. [Forest campground fees] provides for the deposit and appropriation of forest campground fees in the natural resources fund.

Section 8. [Mining administrative account] provides for a statutory appropriation from the mining administrative account.

Section 9. [Peace officer training account] creates the peace officer training account for deposit of the DNR’s portion of the proceeds from a surcharge on criminal and traffic offenders. 

Section 10. [Certified costs on game and fish lands] provides for the transfer of money from the game and fish fund to the forest management investment account for certified forestry costs on game and fish lands.

Sections 11 to 12. [Stamp and surcharge accounts] provides for statutory appropriations from the stamp and surcharge accounts in the game and fish fund.

Section 13. [Water management account] creates the water management account in the natural resources fund for the deposit of revenue from water permits, penalties, and other receipts. 

Section 14. [Water appropriation permits] provides for the deposit of water appropriation permit fees in the new water management account. 

Section 15. [Public waters permit fees] provides for the deposit of public waters work permit fees in the new water management account.

Section 16. [Aquatic plant management permits] places a $2,500 cap on aquatic plant management permits.

Sections 17 to 18. [E-waste fees] directs the deposit of e-waste fees in the environmental fund instead of a special account. These sections also make a number of technical changes to conform with this change and remove obsolete provisions. 

Section 19. [Petrofund] allows recovery from the petroleum tank release cleanup program for a facility owned by a person engaged in the business of storing used oil primarily for sales to end users.

Section 20. [Petrofund] extends the repealer on the petroleum tank release cleanup program until June 30, 2017.

Section 21. [NPDES permits for feedlots] provides that a NPDES permit for a feedlot is required only if the feedlot is required to have one under federal law. Feedlots with over 1,000 animal units that are not required to have an NPDES permit may request a NPDES permit issued by the PCA. This section also makes a number of conforming changes.

Section 22. [Pasture] provides that the term “pasture” includes agricultural land where livestock are allowed to forage in the winter.

Section 23. [LAWCON recommendations] eliminates the responsibility of the LCCMR to recommend appropriations from federal LAWCON funding.

Sections 24 to 25. [Nongame wildlife checkoff] eliminate the requirement for the DNR to submit a work program to the LCCMR for the nongame wildlife checkoff.

Section 26. [CIBRS DNR Enforcement Division] includes the DNR Enforcement Division as a law enforcement agency for the purposes of the Comprehensive Incident-Based Reporting System (CIBRS) managed by the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. 

Section 27. [DNR peace officer training] provides for the deposit of the DNR’s portion of the proceeds from a surcharge on criminal and traffic offenders in the DNR’s account. 

Section 28. [Silencers for wildlife control operations] removes the sunset and the limitations on the number of silencers for the DNR to have for wildlife control operations that require stealth. This section also removes the requirement for the commissioner of natural resources to have direct control of the silencers.

Section 29. [Sales of state land] delays the 2005 law requiring sales of state land for general fund purposes to June 30, 2013.

Section 30. [State tree nurseries] directs the DNR to provide a business plan for state tree nurseries and not sell trees to private landowners unless the land is protected by a conservation easement.

Section 31. [Coordination of phosphorus; Minnesota and Wisconsin] directs the PCA to work with Wisconsin on determining a phosphorous standard relating to Lake Pepin. The PCA shall advocate for standards that apply during the June to September growing season. This is from SF 161 (Pederson).

Section 32. [Wild rice rulemaking and research] directs the PCA commissioner to conduct research and rulemaking on water quality standards for sulfates in natural beds of wild rice and irrigation waters for wild rice crops. The PCA commissioner shall create an advisory group and begin conducting research on sulfates and wild rice. After completion of the research, the PCA commissioner shall amend the rules based on the research. By December 15, 2011, the PCA commissioner shall report to the chairs and ranking minority members of the environment and natural resources committees on the timeline for the research and first rulemaking. Until the final rules are completed, the PCA, to the extent allowed under the federal Clean Water Act, shall not require the expenditure of money for sulfate control.

Section 33. [Evaluation of state and local water programs] directs the PCA to evaluate state and local water-related statutes, rules, and governing structures to streamline, strengthen, and improve sustainable water management. The commissioner shall report on the evaluation by January 15, 2013.

Section 34. [Mississippi River management plan] provides an exemption from the Mississippi River management plan for the historic village of Dayton.

Section 35. [PILT Report] directs the DNR to work with stakeholders to develop a report on payment in lieu of taxes (PILT). The report is due by December 1, 2012.

Section 36. [Repealer] repeals Minnesota Statutes, sections:

84.027, subdivision 11 – LAWCON reference; and 116P.14 – the existing LAWCON statute.

Section 37. [Effective date] makes this article effective retroactively from July 1, 2011.

Changes to Minnesota's energy laws -- 2011 Session Laws, Chapter 97 -- SF 1197/HF1025
The “miscellaneous energy provisions modification” bill contains several changes to various energy programs and policies.
Among other provisions in the modification bill, the enactment of Chapter 97 ended the Initiative for Renewable Energy and the Environment’s (IREE) $5 million grant program on July 1, 2011. The program was previously facing expiration in 2012. IREE provided grants to the university and experiment stations for the purpose of researching and developing renewable energy technologies.

Additionally, Xcel Energy is tasked to estimate the impacts on ratepayers if nuclear spent fuel remains in the state for periods of 60, 100, and 200 years after the reactors have been decommissioned. The Public Utility Commission (PUC) is required to evaluate the storage costs of spent fuel on the state and the plants’ host community. 
Finally, the PUC is required to submit a report to the Legislature that explains its funding decisions regarding decommissioning and any federal progress to remove spent nuclear fuel from the state. Chapter 97 amends Section 13 of Minnesota Statutes 216B.1614 by adding the following new requirements related to nuclear plant facility decommissioning and storage to read as follows:

Subdivision 1. Decommissioning costs. (a) The Public Utilities Commission shall, when considering approval of a plan for the accrual of funds for the decommissioning of nuclear facilities filed in accordance with a commission order, include an evaluation of the costs, if any, arising from storage of used nuclear fuel that may be incurred by the state of Minnesota, and any tribal community, county, city, or township where used nuclear fuel is located following the cessation of operations at a nuclear plant. (b) To assist the commission in making the determination required in paragraph (a), the filing shall provide cost estimates, including ratepayer impacts, assuming used nuclear fuel will be stored in the state for 60 years, 100 years, and 200 years following the cessation of operation of the nuclear plant. Subdivision 2. Rate. A public utility filing a decommissioning plan in accordance with a commission order and this section may include, as part of a general rate case petition, the costs of decommissioning accrual incurred in complying with a commission order implementing this section. Subdivision 3. Commission report. The commission shall prepare a nuclear decommissioning report after each of the commission's periodic review of nuclear decommissioning costs. The report shall be submitted within 180 days of the date of the final order related to that review to the chairs and ranking minority members of the legislative committees with primary jurisdiction over energy policy and public safety. That report shall, without limitation, include the following: (1) an explanation of the commission's funding decisions regarding nuclear decommissioning; (2) the progress of the United States Department of Energy to remove from Minnesota spent fuel produced by nuclear generating plants in Minnesota;(3) an analysis of the financial and other obligations related to decommissioning and storage of used fuel of the utility holding title to spent nuclear fuel to the state and to host communities, including affected tribal communities; and (4) any recommendations to the legislature on legislation or other actions that may be necessary for addressing long-term or indefinite storage costs.

The new law allows for multi-year rate plan proposals for terms of up to three years beginning on May 31, 2012. The law also repeals a utility’s ability to incrementally increase consumer rates based on natural gas usage amounts. Other changes result in the revocation of a utility’s ability to charge “inverted block rates”. These rates were designed to promote energy conservation by allowing incremental increases to rates as usage increased.
The enactment of Chapter 97 also eliminated the Energy Intervention Office and the position of reliability administrator within the Minnesota Commerce Department 

The bill now permits electronic Cold Weather Rule notification to utility customers.

Omnibus agriculture and rural economic development bill -- 2011 Session Laws, Chapter 14 -- SF 1016/HF 1039

The Omnibus agriculture and rural economic development bill, among other things, repeals ethanol producer payments effective June 30, 2013. The new law authorizes funding for research and innovation for moving from corn to cellulosic materials as a means to produce bioenergy. The Agricultural Utilization Research Institute (AURI) will receive a total of 5.2 million dollars in funding for the next two years.
The new law allows farmers to bury concrete and reinforcing bar from former structures located on the land used for farming. and stipulates that “Within 90 days after completion of the burial, an owner of land used for farming” who buries the material “…shall record, with the county recorder or registrar of titles of the county in which the land is located, an affidavit containing a legal description of the property and a map drawn from available information showing the boundary of the property and the location of concrete or reinforcing bar buried on the property. The county recorder or registrar of titles must record an affidavit presented under this paragraph in a manner that ensures its disclosure in the ordinary course of a title search of the subject property.
The bill now allows counties to perform no-bid exchanges of comparably-valued land for any purpose but retains the no-bid process that counties may use to acquire land for highway right-of-way. Chapter 14 also establishes a new process for all other exchanges by allowing for private appraisals. In order to use the new process, the county board is required to hold a public meeting before granting final approval to such an exchange. The county auditor is also required to post notice of the public meeting at least two weeks in advance. In a separate section, the new law grants county agricultural societies the authority to exchange real or personal property.
Transportation finance omnibus act - First Special Session - 2011 Session Laws, Chapter 3 – HF 2/SF 4
The law contains the transportation budget for fiscal years 2012-13 (for the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT), a portion of the Metropolitan Council budget, and a portion of the Department of Public Safety budget), as well as some fiscal and legislative reporting provisions. Transit funding is reduced retroactively to July 1, 2011

The special session agreement:

· Reduces appropriations from the general fund for Greater Minnesota transit (compared to 2012-13 base appropriations) by $2.7 million for the biennium;
· Reduces appropriations from the general fund for Metropolitan Council transit operations (compared to 2012-13 base appropriations) by $51.7 million for the biennium (excluding a Minnesota Council on Transportation Access funding shift that does not change total funding for the council).

· Adjusts MnDOT appropriations from the trunk highway fund to address changes in anticipated federal assistance, which (compared to 2012-13 base appropriations) amount to (1) a $43 million decrease in the fiscal year 2011 appropriation for state road construction; (2) $1.55 million in increases for planning and research; and (3) a net $66 million addition for state road construction;

· Appropriates an additional $141.1 million (including debt service on previously authorized trunk highway bonds) from the trunk highway fund for the biennium for state highway improvements as part of the Better Roads for a Better Minnesota program; and
· Increases the appropriation from the state airports fund for grants for airport development and assistance by $1.78 million in fiscal year 2013 only;

Jobs, economic development, and housing omnibus finance act -- First Special Session, 2011 Session Laws, Chapter 4 -- SF 2/HF 3
Article 1 (Jobs and Economic Development Appropriations): The information below summarizes Sections, 1, 3, and 4 under Article 1 pertaining to jobs, economic development programs, and housing finance. For a complete summary see:
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/departments/scr/billsumm/summary_display_from_db.php?ls=87&id=512
Section 1 provides the summary of appropriations, by fund, in jobs and economic development for FY 2012 and FY 2013. The total appropriation for the biennium is $250,828,000.
Section 3, subdivision 1, appropriates totals of $61,198,000 in FY 2012, and $56,198,000 in FY 2013 to the Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED). Of that amount, $44,076,000 in FY 2012, and $39,076,000 in FY 2013 are appropriated from the General Fund and $700,000 is appropriated each year of the biennium from the Remediation Fund. Subdivision 2 (Business and Community Development) appropriates $13,281,000 in FY 2012, and $8,281,000 in FY 2013, for business and community development. This section appropriates money for the following purposes: business and community development activities; contaminated site cleanup and development grants; and for a business development competitive grant pilot program. For FY 2012, the act makes direct appropriations to the following organizations:
· WomenVenture; 
· Metropolitan Economic Development Association; 
· BioBusiness Alliance; 
· Minnesota Inventors Congress; 
· Rural Policy and Development Center; 
· Direct professional business assistance for entrepreneur and small business development in certain counties; and 
· Advocating Change Together.
Business Development Competitive Grant Pilot Program: for FY 2013, $757,000 from the general fund and $339,000 from the workforce development fund is for a competitive grant pilot program for business development assistance and services, including: minority business development, women’s business development, rural business development, bioscience business development, entrepreneur development, and services to inventors. Requires the DEED commissioner to report on the business development competitive grant program. 
Appropriates money for the following:
· Minnesota Trade Office: appropriates $1,492,000 each year from the general fund for the Minnesota Trade Office.
· Minnesota investment fund (MIF): appropriates $3,000,000 in FY 2012 from the general fund for MIF.
· Redevelopment: appropriates $2,000,000 in FY 2012 from the general fund for the redevelopment program. 
· Enterprise Minnesota, Inc.: appropriates $250,000 each year from the general fund to Enterprise Minnesota, Inc. for the small business growth acceleration program. 
Subdivision 3 (Workforce Development) appropriates $28,665,000 each year of the biennium for workforce development and creates two competitive grant programs. 
Appropriates money each year of the biennium for the following purposes:
· job skills partnership program activities;
· vocational rehabilitation;
· state services for the blind activities;
· centers for independent living;
· extended employment services for persons with severe disabilities;
· employment support services to persons with mental illness;
· Minnesota Youth Program; and
· Youthbuild Program.
The new law appropriates money in FY 2012 to the following:
· Twin Cities RISE!
· Northern Connections
· Rise, Inc.
· Lifetrack Resources
· Opportunities Industrialization Center programs
· Minnesota Diversified Industries, Inc.
Adult Workforce Development Competitive Grant Pilot Program: for FY 2013, $830,000 from the general fund and $1,905,000 from the workforce development fund is for a competitive grant pilot program for adult workforce development activities, including: job training, job search, job placement, preemployment and job readiness skills, progressive development and employment opportunities for people with disabilities, employment services targeted to people who are deaf or heard of hearing, and transition to work form public assistance. Requires the DEED commissioner to report on the adult workforce development competitive grant program. The program appropriates money in FY 2012 to the following:
· Minneapolis summer youth employment program
· Minneapolis learn-to-earn summer youth employment program
· Minnesota Alliance of Boys and Girls Clubs
· Summer youth employment in St. Paul
· Deaf/Heard of Hearing interpreters 
Youth Workforce Development Competitive Grant Pilot Program: for FY 2013, appropriates $2,848,000 from the workforce development fund for a competitive grant pilot program for youth workforce development and training activities. The law requires the DEED commissioner to report on the youth workforce development competitive grant program. 
Subdivision 4 (State-Funded Administration) appropriates $1,019,000 each year of the biennium for state-funded administration.
Subdivision 5 (Competitive Grant Limitations) provides that organizations receiving direct appropriations are not eligible to participate in the competitive grant pilot programs in the years the direct appropriations are received.
Section 4 of the law appropriates $38,048,000 each year of the biennium to the Housing Finance Agency. Of this amount, $6,955,000 for each year of the biennium is provided to the Economic Development and Housing Challenge Program. $1,208,000 for the first eight months of each year of the biennium is set aside within the Housing Challenge Program for American Indian housing projects. $9,555,000 each year of the biennium will be deposited in the Housing Trust Fund Account. $7,313,000 each year of the biennium is appropriated to the Affordable Rental Investment Fund to finance the acquisition, rehabilitation, and debt restructuring of federally assisted rental property and for making equity take-out loans. The appropriation may also be used to finance the acquisition, rehabilitation, and debt restructuring of existing supportive housing properties. $2,449,000 each year of the biennium will be used for the Housing Rehabilitation Program. 

As a side note, in June 2011, Minnesota Housing (MHFA) released its annual report on the, “Minnesota Families Affordable Rental Investment Fund: Annual Report to the Minnesota Legislature.” The report, which is produced in cooperation with the Minnesota Department of Human Services, is mandated by Laws 2000, chapter 488, article 8, section 2. The MHFA also publishes its Minnesota Families Affordable Rental Investment Fund Program (MARIF) Manual. The manual is available on the agency’s website at: http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/document/mhfa_003905.pdf.

Municipal HRA powers for Washington County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) -- 2011 Minnesota Session Laws Chapter 112 (HF 1219/SF 869), “Omnibus technical tax bill”

The omnibus technical tax bill contained special law provisions that give the Washington County Housing and redevelopment Authority (HRA) the powers of a municipal HRA. In section 23 of the bill, language also stipulates that the Washington county HRA's property tax levy applies to the entire county, including to property in cities that have their own HRAs. The new special law for Washington County is in response to a May 3, 2011 court of appeals case, City of East Bethel v. Anoka County Housing and Redevelopment Authority. The court held that a similar special law for Anoka County did not provide that its property tax levy to also apply to property in cities with HRAs. The Washington County special law is effective on the date it is approved by the County.
TIF Economic Development District Job Creation Date is extended to July 1, 2011 -- 2011 Minnesota Session Laws Chapter 112 (HF 1219/SF 869), “Omnibus technical tax bill”

The law extends the municipal jobs finding date for construction within economic development tax increment financing (TIF) districts from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2012. The extension of this date relates to economic development district provisions that were passed in the 2010 state jobs bill (see 2010 Minnesota Session Laws, Chapter 216, Article 11). 
See also: http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hrd/bs/87/HF1219.html
Red Wing Port Authority changes - 2011 Session Laws, Chapter 17 –- HF 613/SF 124

This is a special law which allows commissioners on the Red Wing Port Authority to serve three-year terms instead of the current six-year terms.
2011 BILLS THATDID NOT PASS BUT  MAY BE OF POTENTIAL INTEREST IN 2012

In addition to various provisions contained in the 2011 Chapter Laws that were vetoed in full by the governor, there are many individual bills that will carry over to 2012. Some of the bills that have attracted interest are discussed below.

Prohibition on zoning related to vacation property rental

HF 1523/SF 1190 removes local authority to restrict vacation rentals of residential properties by establishing these uses by state law as permitted single-family or multifamily residential uses. The bill also allows the local government to license vacation rentals or require registration of vacation rentals.

Interim use ordinance restrictions and development agreement restrictions

HF 389/SF 270 prohibits interim resolutions or ordinances from halting, delaying, or impeding consideration of a use, development, or subdivision for which a complete application is pending. SF 270 passed the Local Government and Elections committee and had its second reading on the Senate floor on May 2, 2011.

S.F. No. 270 (First Engrossment) provides that counties and municipalities may only adopt interim zoning maps or ordinances, commonly called moratoria, after public notice, a hearing, and a two-thirds vote of the governing body. Interim ordinances cannot delay, impede, or interfere with uses, developments, or subdivisions for which a complete application is pending before the governing body. The bill also stipulates that “An application deemed incomplete must be returned to the applicant with an explanation detailing the incomplete portions and providing an opportunity to correct the deficiency.”
As indicated in the bill summary prepared for SF 270, Section 1 amends Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 394.34 and “applies to county interim ordinances and maps. A county may only adopt interim zoning maps or ordinances after published notice, a public hearing, and a two-thirds vote of the governing body. In addition to the requirements above, county interim ordinances are limited to one year in length from the effective date; the option to renew for an additional year that is in current law is removed.”
The Senate Bill Summary also states “Interim ordinances cannot delay, impede, or interfere with uses, developments, or subdivisions for which a complete application is pending before the governing body. An incomplete application must be returned to the applicant with an explanation of what portions are incomplete.” SF 270 adds: “The provisions in this paragraph doe not apply to adult-use businesses or sexually oriented businesses. Further, the provisions in this paragraph do not prevent a county from denying an application if the proposed use is deemed to be a nuisance under state law.”

The Senate Bill Summary also states “Section 2 applies to city and town interim zoning ordinances. This language mirrors the changes made to Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 394.34. In this section of the bill, Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 462.355, subdivision 4, is amended municipality may only adopt interim zoning maps or ordinances after published notice, a public hearing, and a two-thirds vote of the governing body. An interim ordinance must apply to all of the city or town's jurisdiction; the current provision that would allow an interim ordinance to address part of the jurisdiction is removed.” The changes to the existing statute on notice and hearings are applied to all interim ordinances, not just on notices and hearings relating to ordinances affecting livestock production.

Like the changes to section 394.34, the bill’s proposed changes to section 462.355, subdivision 4 stipulate that “interim ordinances cannot delay, impede, or interfere with uses, developments, or subdivisions for which a complete application is pending before the governing body. An incomplete application must be returned to the applicant with an explanation of what portions are incomplete.” In contrast to HF 389 the First Engrossment of SF 270 states “The provisions in this paragraph doe not apply to adult-use businesses or sexually oriented businesses. Further, the provisions in this paragraph do not prevent a municipality from denying an application if the proposed use is deemed to be a nuisance under state law.”

Section 3 applies to municipal subdivision regulations by amending Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 462.358, subdivision 2a. A paragraph is added that restricts municipalities from requiring “conditions in a development contract that are not authorized by statute or mutually agreed upon by all parties to the development contract. The amount of financial security for work authorized by the development contract must have a direct and proportionate relationship to the work to be completed by the subdivider or subdivider’s contractor. At least three days before approval, the municipality must provide a copy of the complete development contract to the subdivider or contractor.”
(http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/departments/scr/billsumm/summary_display_from_db.php?ls=87&id=222)

Abolishment of the prohibition on issuing certificate of need for new nuclear power plant
HF9/SF4: The bill removes a 1994 moratorium on the expansion of existing or construction of new nuclear power plant capacity. In HF9/SF4, the Public Utility Commission is authorized to issue a certificate of need to build new reactors or expand existing facilities. For additional information, see “The Other Nuclear Problem: May 2011” By Melissa Savage, National Conference of State Legislatures online at:

http://www.ncsl.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=zoT7n%2B4qWTE%3D&tabid=22533
Eliminating the authority for cities to prohibit private well drilling
HF 135/SF 64 eliminates the authority for cities to prohibit private well drilling. HF135 was heard in the Government Operations and Elections Committee on March 3, 2011. The bill was recommended to pass and re-referred to the Environment and Energy Policy and Finance Committee.
Partial discharge of easements

HF 578/SF 229 permits property owners to petition to have portions of easements that were taken through condemnation returned if any portion of the easement is not used for the purpose for which it was taken. 
Authorizing municipal street improvement districts

HF 661: The bill permits municipalities to establish street improvement districts. The districts may defray all or part of the total costs of municipal street improvements and maintenance by apportioning street improvement fees to all of the parcels located in the district. Before establishing a municipal street improvement district or authorizing a street improvement fee, a municipality must delineate the improvement district and adopt a street improvement plan that identifies and estimates the costs of proposed improvements and maintenance for five years.

Authorizing private prisons

HF939/SF101 authorizes the commissioner of administration to seek proposals from private entities to operate correctional facilities.
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	Chapter 1
	HF130
	Full
	HF 130 makes reductions to general fund appropriations in fiscal year 2011, reduces base appropriations for fiscal years 2012 and 2013, makes permanent temporary spending reductions in health and human services and revenue saving initiatives originally enacted for a single year.  The bill included changes to LGA.

	Chapter 2
	SF139
	 
	Section 1 [Lead certification] extends the deadline from February 1, 2011, to August 1, 2011, for municipalities to verify the lead certification qualifications of residential contractors, residential remodelers, manufactured home installers, and residential roofers prior to issuing building permits for renovations on pre-1978 residential structures. Sections 2 and 3 [Pre -1978 structures] extends the deadline from February 1, 2011, to August 1, 2011, for residential contractors, residential remodelers, manufactured home installers, or residential roofers performing work on residential structures constructed prior to 1978 to become certified to perform lead work under EPA regulations and to provide access to proof of that certification.

	Chapter 3
	HF55
	 
	This bill includes various provisions related to the administration of state lands, amends state park and state forest boundaries, and provides approval of the sale, exchange, and conveyance of certain lands.

	Chapter 4
	HF1
	 
	This bill establishes permitting efficiency goals for the Department of Natural Resources and the Pollution Control Agency and modify environmental review and permitting provisions. 

	Chapter 5
	SF40
	 
	The bill pertains to teacher licensure provisions modifications; alternative teacher preparation program and limited-term teacher license establishment.

	Chapter 6
	HF103
	 
	Unemployment insurance eligibility and extension provisions modified.

	Chapter 7
	SF125
	 
	This bill permits Ultima Bank Minnesota that has its main office in the city of Winger to establish a branch in Northern Township, north of the city of Bemidji. A bank that wants to open a new branch does not need to get permission from the legislature, except when the branch will be in a township. Minnesota law does not permit locating a branch in a township.

	Chapter 8
	HF79
	 
	Conforms Minnesota's individual income tax and corporate franchise tax to most federal changes enacted since March 18, 2010, for tax year 2010 only. Also repeals a law enacted in 2010, 1st Special Session, that directed the commissioner of revenue to delay paying corporate franchise and sales tax refunds to shift $152 million in refund obligations from fiscal year 2011 to fiscal year 2012.

	Chapter 9
	HF141
	 
	The bill increases the penalties for harming public safety dogs and imposes mandatory restitution on offenders who harm public safety dogs.

	Chapter 10
	HF362
	 
	This bill requires that, in addition to existing provisions allowing a common interest community unit owner to examine association records, the unit owner be permitted to take copies of the records. The bill permits the association to require the unit owner to pay a fee for the copies. The bill also exempts certain records related to closing an association board meeting from being examined or copied by a unit owner.  Effective date: August 1, 2011.

	Chapter 11
	SF488
	 
	The bill eliminates overtime payment requirements to certain air carrier employees when an air carrier employee works over 48 hours in a workweek that is not required by the employer, but arranged by voluntary agreement among employees to trade schedules.

	Chapter 12
	SF119
	 
	This bill defines "community paramedic" and allows certification of community paramedics by the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board. The bill also requires the commissioner to determine specified services and payment rates for community paramedics under MA, and to report services to be covered to the legislature. Provides that the services are not covered until further legislative action is taken. The bill also requires the commissioner of human services to evaluate the effect of this coverage on the cost and quality of care under state health care programs, and on coordination with health care home services.

	Chapter 13
	HF12
	 
	SF 1016 modifies the Rural Preserves program by eliminating the requirements for a conservation plan and a covenant agreement. Provides that property enrolled in the Green Acres program or the Rural Preserves program after May 1, 2012, will be subject to a five-year payback requirement rather than the current three-year requirement. The bill also allows land removed from Green Acres after the 2008 changes to be reinstated to the Green Acres program or the Rural Preserves program at the owner's request, and requires the commissioner of revenue to consider alternative methodologies for valuing property in both programs.

	Chapter 14
	SF1016
	 
	Omnibus Agriculture and Rural Economies Budget.

	Chapter 15
	HF323
	 
	This bill involves an opinion of real estate value given by a real estate broker, real estate salesperson, or real estate appraiser, that is not a formal appraisal. It is called a "broker price opinion" or "BPO." This bill clarifies the status, nature, and use of BPOs. All sections of this bill are effective August 1, 2011.

	Chapter 16
	SF551
	 
	Allows cities to issue allow cities to issue on-sale wine license and malt liquor license to ballparks or stadiums located within the city for the purposes of summer collegiate baseball league. The bill was introduced on behalf of the Willmar Stingers, one of seven Northwoods League teams in Minnesota. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 340A.404, subdivision 1, is amended to read: Subdivision 1. Cities. "d) A city may issue an on-sale wine license and an on-sale malt liquor license to a person who is the owner of a summer collegiate league baseball team, or to a person holding a concessions or management contract with the owner, for beverage sales at a ballpark or stadium located within the city for the purposes of summer collegiate league baseball games at the ballpark or stadium, notwithstanding any law, local ordinance, or charter provision. A license issued under this paragraph authorizes sales on all days of the week to persons attending baseball games at the ballpark or stadium."

	Chapter 17
	HF613
	 
	The bill provides for three-year terms for persons appointed to the Red Wing Port Authority after December 31, 2010. The bill allows the change, notwithstanding any law or the enabling resolution adopted by the city. Under Minnesota Statutes, section 469.050, subdivision 4, terms are for six years. It is effective upon completion of local approval and applies retroactively from January 1, 2011.

	Chapter 18
	HF978
	 
	The bill provides for election administration changes and redistricting procedures at the county and city level. 

	Chapter 19
	HF52
	 
	The bill amends the standards for granting a variance and applies to counties, cities, and towns with zoning controls. The change applies similar standards to the individual county and municipal planning and zoning statutes.

	Chapter 20
	HF529
	 
	The bill requires that the State Building Code contain a requirement that skylight panels used on pole barns and similar structures must be able to bear the same weight as the surrounding roof. The language does not apply to structures that contain skylight panels that have raised curbs.

	Chapter 21
	HF569
	 
	The bill clarifies and modifies licensing and bond requirements for well contractors and limited well/boring contractors who install: water service pipes from a well to a pressure tank; frost-free hydrants that have an antisiphon device on a well water pipe that is entirely outside of a building requiring potable water; control valves that are outside of a building; or main control valves that are located within two feet of a pressure tank.

	Chapter 22
	SF626
	 
	The bill modifies nursing facility provisions. 

	Chapter 23
	HF235
	 
	("Hannah's Law") The bill modifies the CPR training requirements for child care centers. Current law requires at least one trained staff person to be present in the facility when children are present. This bill requires all teachers and assistant teachers to successfully complete CPR training, including CPR techniques for infants and children.

	Chapter 24
	HF299
	 
	Establishes the State Agency Value Initiative (SAVI), under which 50 percent of an agency's unspent funds at the end of a biennium may be carried forward into the next biennium, to be spent on projects approved by a peer review panel within the agency. 

	Chapter 25
	HF786
	 
	Charitable organization financial statement requirements modified under the bill, and compensation information reporting consistency is established for federal and state purposes.

	Chapter 26
	HF664
	 
	HF 664 modifies the requirement that elevators not meeting building code requirements be taken out of service until modifications to bring the device into compliance with code requirements are completed. The bill also provides an alternative compliance timeline for elevators that have a current law compliance deadline of January 29, 2012, or later. Owners of elevators that were notified of compliance issues before the effective date of this section, must submit a compliance plan for their devices by December 30, 2011. Owners not notified before the effective date of this section must submit a compliance plan by December 30, 2011, or within 60 days of notification, whichever is later. Any plan submitted needs to be in code compliance by the later of January 29, 2012, or within three years after submission of the compliance plan.

	Chapter 27
	HF1092
	 
	The bill allows qualified retirees to serve as a school coach.

	Chapter 28
	HF447
	 
	The bill requires an individual convicted of specified types of abuse of a vulnerable adult to register as a predatory offender. It increases the criminal penalty for assault of a vulnerable adult and clarifies responsibilities for investigations of maltreatment of a vulnerable adult. It modifies hearing and notification requirements.

	Chapter 29
	HF1341
	 
	Requires the commissioner of human services, beginning November 30, 2011, and as part of the November and February forecasts thereafter, to account for Minnesota public health care program expenditures for children separate from expenditures for parents.

	Chapter 30
	HF721
	 
	The bill eliminates a requirement that a disability certificate displayed on the dash board of a vehicle must be placed on the driver's side. Certificates providing special parking privileges must generally be hung from a rear view mirror, but may be placed on the dash board if the vehicle lacks a rear view mirror or if the certificate holder's disability precludes its placement on the mirror.

	Chapter 31
	SF194
	 
	Relating to secured transactions; enacting certain revisions and amendments to article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) adopted by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws; making conforming changes The bill amends certain provisions under article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code regulating secured transactions.

	Chapter 32
	HF361
	 
	The bill modifies the crime of fleeing a peace officer in a motor vehicle where death or bodily injury results from the attempt to flee. The bill would extend the law to situations where a suspect initially flees police in a motor vehicle but abandons the vehicle and continues to flee via other means. This proposal stems from a case in Minneapolis where a suspect fleeing police crashed his car and continued to flee police on foot. While fleeing on foot, a Minneapolis parks police officer was hit and killed by another peace officer involved in the pursuit. Because the suspect was no longer fleeing in a motor vehicle, prosecutors could not charge him under this statute with the death of the peace officer.

	Chapter 33
	HF1139
	 
	The bill authorizes local governments acquiring by lease or purchase public safety equipment for fire departments to use sole-source acquisition for used equipment if there is clearly and legitimately only one source and it is best to establish the price by direct negotiation. It also allows a local government to issue certificates of indebtedness or capital notes to acquire new or used public safety equipment by lease for a term of up to 15 years. The maximum term for a certificate or note has been 10 years and is only for purchase, not leasing. It exempts the debt from debt limits and election requirements.

	Chapter 34
	HF724
	 
	The bill removes Trunk Highway 332, which runs between U.S. Highways 71 and 53 south of International Falls, from the trunk highway system and turn it over to the county state-aid highway system. The change is effective once the Minnesota Department of Transportation notifies the Revisor of Statutes that the conditions for the turnback have been met.

	Chapter 35
	HF1425
	Full
	The bill adopts a state legislative districting plan for use in 2012 and thereafter.

	Chapter 36
	HF1426
	Full
	The bill adopts a congressional districting plan for use in 2012 and thereafter.

	Chapter 37
	SF958
	Full
	Public Safety and Judiciary Finance Omnibus Bill.

	Chapter 38
	HF42
	Full
	Tax Omnibus Bill.

	Chapter 39
	SF887
	Full
	Jobs and Economic Development Finance Bill.

	Chapter 40
	SF1047
	Full
	State Government Appropriations Bill.

	Chapter 41
	SF760
	Full
	Health and Human Services budget for fiscal years 2012 and 2013.

	Chapter 42
	HF934
	Full
	Education Finance Bill.

	Chapter 43
	SF779
	 
	The bill authorizes the city of Red Wing to convey specified property to be used for recreational purposes.  It also requires the Commissioner of Revenue to convey specified surplus property to Red Wing. Section 1 allows Red Wing to sell all or part of the specified land.  The property must be used for public recreational purposes.  This section is effective after local approval. Section 2 requires the Commissioner of Administration to convey specified surplus property to the city of Red Wing for no consideration.  The conveyance is notwithstanding the state law provisions on surplus of state-owned land.  The conveyance must be on a form approved by the attorney general and must provide that the land reverts to the state if Red Wing stops using the land for a road providing public access to the recreational property.  This section is effective the day following final enactment.

	Chapter 44
	SF67
	 
	The bill authorizes the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) to issue annual special permits for hauling oversize waterfront structures such as boat lifts and portable docks. The permit fee is set at $120 (which matches the amount charged for other annual permits to regularly haul oversize items). 

	Chapter 45
	SF170
	Full
	Candidates for teacher licensure have had up to three years after receiving an initial teaching license to pass a basic skills test in reading, writing, and math that is a pre-condition of licensure. This bill proposes to require that all persons pass the basic skills test before being granted an initial teaching license. 

	Chapter 46
	HF1010
	Full
	Environment, Energy and Natural Resources Finance Bill.

	Chapter 47
	HF460
	Full
	Precludes the State Building Code, State Fire Code, or a political subdivision from requiring the installation of fire sprinklers, sprinkler system components, or automatic fire extinguishing equipment or devices in new or existing single-family detached dwellings. Specifies that this provision does not affect or limit requirements for smoke or fire detectors, alarms, or components.

	Chapter 48
	HF493
	 
	The bill amends provisions governing motor vehicle registration and title record-keeping.

	Chapter 49
	HF1140
	Full
	Transportation Finance Bill. Transportation Omnibus. Shifts funding from the Minnesota Council on Transportation Access to be provided entirely through the MnDOT transit appropriation instead of a portion being provided through the Met Council. Eliminates all appropriations from the general fund for the MnDOT commuter and passenger rail activity for the biennium and on an ongoing basis--a reduction of $1 million. The bill reduces general fund appropriations for transit for the biennium by $7.62 million for Greater Minnesota and $129.78 million for the Twin Cities. The bill also authorizes the Counties Transit Improvement Board (CTIB) to transfer funds to the Metropolitan Council for bus operations, but is subject to a referendum. The Metropolitan Council is given the authority to transfer funds to address transit operating deficits coming from (1) livable communities fund programs; (2) the right-of-way acquisition loan fund (RALF) program; and (3) budgeted funds for government affairs, public affairs, regional planning, and local planning assistance. 

	Chapter 50
	HF1101
	Full
	Higher Education Finance Bill.

	Chapter 51
	SF742
	 
	Hospital Moratorium Exception for Expanded Psychiatric Hospital Bed Capacity.

	Chapter 52
	HF895
	 
	The bill involves the form in which two types of notices are required to be given to insurance customers, plus an unrelated change permitting "insurance appraisers" providing services in Minnesota to be residents of states other than Minnesota.

	Chapter 53
	HF57
	 
	The bill contains a variety of policy changes related to controlled substances including creating criminal penalties for the sale and possession of synthetic marijuana and other synthetic substances. This bill also amends first- through third-degree controlled substance possession offenses and the offense of possession of a small amount of marijuana so that law enforcement/prosecutors may not charge an offense based on the weight of water used in a bong or water pipe.

	Chapter 54
	HF186
	 
	The bill provides that the Minnesota driver's license of a service member who is serving in active Military Service outside the state of Minnesota, as well as the driver's license of the service member's spouse, would remain valid for at least one full year following the person's separation or discharge from active military service, and until the person's birthday a full four-years following the previous renewal if that is later (or birthday three years following renewal, if the license is a provisional license).

	Chapter 55
	HF1326
	 
	Liquor Omnibus Bill.

	Chapter 56
	HF201
	Full
	Prohibiting Use of State Health Care Program Funding for Abortions.

	Chapter 57
	HF1343
	 
	The bill provides civil immunity for school districts that make their facilities available for recreational use by members of the public. The immunity would bar a person from holding the district liable for an injury or loss resulting from the use of the school facility for recreational activity. A school district would still be subject to liability for certain conditions that would entitle a trespasser to seek damages (such as a highly-dangerous hazard on the property, if the district knew of its existence but did not remove it or post a warning).

	Chapter 58
	SF1162
	 
	Landlord and tenant application of foreclosure provisions clarification.

	Chapter 59
	HF936
	Full
	Prohibiting abortions at or after 20 weeks post-fertilization.

	Chapter 60
	SF478
	 
	Motorcycle License Plates for Physically Disabled Persons.

	Chapter 61
	SF1208
	 
	Financial Institutions Technical Bill.

	Chapter 62
	SF1265
	 
	Professional Athlete Drug and Alcohol Testing Provisions Modifications.

	Chapter 63
	SF249
	 
	The bill strengthens, expands, and clarifies an existing law that prohibits residential roofing contractors from proposing to pay the insurance deductible (or some other payment or concession) to the homeowner, in exchange for being hired to do the work. This is considered to be fraud against the insurance company, since the "kickback" to the homeowner is being paid for out of an inflated bid that exceeds the cost of the work. Among other changes, the bill adds residential siding contractors to law.

	Chapter 64
	SF302
	 
	Dental Plan Provider Agreements.

	Chapter 65
	SF1009
	 
	The bill modifies the procedures for filling a vacancy in nominations in nonpartisan offices.  Instead of a nominating petition when there is a vacancy, a person files an affidavit of candidacy.

	Chapter 66
	SF137
	 
	The bill makes miscellaneous technical and minor substantive changes in real estate law. Among other changes, the bill adds reverse mortgage loans to a list of situations in which a mortgage foreclosure by advertisement is subject to a 12-month (instead of a six-month) redemption period. Current law does not clearly specify which redemption period applies to reverse mortgages, so a 12-month redemption period has been the safe choice for lenders under current law.

	Chapter 67
	SF1044
	 
	The bill makes a number of changes to Minnesota Statutes, chapter 12A (Natural Disaster; State Assistance). Some changes include: clarifying the use of disaster funds appropriated to the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) for the Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) program; authorizing BWSR to establish a disaster recovery program to fund erosion and sediment control, water quality and watershed protection projects. The bill also provides that disaster grants made by the BWSR may be extended for up to two years. Another section restricts disaster grants from the Minnesota Investment Fund for businesses impacted by a disaster to physical losses only.The bill also requires an organization receiving a forgivable loan from the Minnesota Investment Fund to remain in the local community a minimum of five years from the date of the loan, after which the amount of the loan forgiveness must follow a schedule provided by the Commissioner of Employment and Economic Development for an additional five years.

	Chapter 68
	SF1270
	 
	The bill amends the law governing two existing advisory councils: A statewide geospatial advisory council. The bill adds tribal governments to the list of entities that must be represented on this group. The Open Appointments law would continue to apply to appointments to this council. A state government geospatial advisory council. The bill requires the Commissioner of Administration to designate up to 15 state agencies to be represented on this group, with each agency appointing their own representative. (Current law requires the Commissioner of Administration to make these appointments.) These appointments would be internal to state agency, and the bill provides that the Open Appointments law does not apply. The bill extends the expiration date for both groups from June 30, 2011 to June 30, 2015.

	Chapter 69
	SF509
	Full
	Requiring Voters to Provide Picture Identification Before Receiving a Ballot.

	Chapter 70
	HF650
	 
	The bill establishes driving training and testing provisions on carbon monoxide poisoning. It (1) mandates that the Department of Public Safety amend its administrative rules on driver education to include information on carbon monoxide poisoning, (2) requires that carbon monoxide be included as a question on the driver's license knowledge test, (3) requires the department to include information on carbon monoxide in the driver's manual, and (4) makes technical changes.

	Chapter 71
	HF258
	 
	Modifies revenue recapture for licensed ambulance services.

	Chapter 72
	HF229
	 
	The bill authorizes a court to bar a juvenile adjudicated delinquent for a violation of criminal sexual conduct in the first through fifth degree from residing within 1,000 feet or three city blocks, whichever is greater, of a victim of the offense. Does not apply where the victim and offender live in the same home. The residency restriction can be for all or a portion of the period that the offender is under the jurisdiction of the court. Excuses the court from having to make written findings as to why the residency restriction is in the best interest of the juvenile offender.

	Chapter 73
	HF562
	Full
	The bill regulates charges and billing related to water and sewer service provided to manufactured homes located in a manufactured home park. It (1) allows park owners to increase charges for utility service outside of the regular rent increase and rental agreement procedures; (2) establishes regulations for a park owner to install metered water service to each manufactured home and separately bill each home in the park based on metered use; (3) limits the rate on charges for water and sewer service to manufactured home parks imposed by public water suppliers (primarily cities and counties), so that the rate cannot exceed that imposed by the water supplier for service to single family homes; and (4) restricts public water suppliers from charging connection and meter fees based on the number of homes in a manufactured home park (so that such charges are instead based on the number of metered services provided to the park). The provisions go into effect August 1, 2011.

	Chapter 74
	HF844
	 
	Governor's Workforce Development Council.

	Chapter 75
	HF695
	 
	The bill provides tort immunity for a municipality that donates public safety equipment to another entity, with some exceptions. A municipality would not be immune from liability if the claim against the municipality is a direct result of fraud or intentional misrepresentation.

	Chapter 76
	SF885
	 
	"Revisor's bill." Corrects legislative enactments containing erroneous, ambiguous, and omitted text and obsolete references; redundant, conflicting, and superseded provisions removed; and miscellaneous corrections made to laws, statutes, and rules.

	Chapter 77
	SF994
	 
	The bill changes the percentage that a lawful gambling organization doing business at a bingo parlor must spend on charitable contributions, from 30 percent minimum, to 20 percent minimum.

	Chapter 78
	SF508
	 
	The bill makes failing to inform an insured of the right to select any rental company when the auto insurance policy includes temporary replacement rental vehicle reimbursement coverage an unfair insurance settlement practice.

	Chapter 79
	SF882
	 
	The bill reinstates the violation of a domestic abuse no contact order (Minnesota Statutes, section 629.75) as a targeted misdemeanor for which fingerprinting is required.

	Chapter 80
	HF808
	 
	The bill bill establishes a $2 donation option related to anatomical gifts, to be collected as part of vehicle registration and driver licensing and provided as grants to (1) organ procurement organizations certified by the U.S. Department of Health, and (2) nonprofit organizations that advocate for organ and tissue donation. It also requires a one-time legislative report on the program.

	Chapter 81
	SF680
	 
	The bill adds felony theft to the definition of "criminal act" under the racketeering laws.

	Chapter 82
	SF955
	 
	Pawnbrokers are not licensed or regulated directly by the state. Instead, state law contains a set of laws that local governments (town, city, or county) may adopt to license and regulate pawnbrokers. If a local government adopts an ordinance to regulate pawnbrokers, it must adopt the state law as a minimum, but may adopt tougher or additional local ordinances. In addition to changes to pawnbrokers pledged goods return regulations, the bill also proposed to repeal 325J.10 (Pawnshop Location), which stated, "No pawnshop shall be located within ten driving miles of any gambling casino. No pawnshop, lawfully operating as of April 2, 1996, shall be required to relocate or close as a result of this section." The repeal of section 325J.10 was not included in the bill as signed into law.

	Chapter 83
	HF763
	 
	The Minnesota Department of Health regulates operation, maintenance, design, installation, and construction of public pools under Minnesota Statutes, § 144.1222 and Minnesota Rules, chapter 4717. In 2008, a provision was enacted to exempt swimming ponds (of which there are approximately 12 in the state) from most of these regulatory requirements. Under Minnesta law, the exemption was set to expire June 30, 2011. This bill removes the expiration date for the swimming pond exemption.

	Chapter 84
	SF1130
	 
	Unemployment insurance and workforce development provisions modifications.

	Chapter 85
	SF301
	 
	The bill expands the fourth-degree assault crime and the assaulting a police horse crime to provide more protection to law enforcement reserve officers, defining reserve officer; expands the fourth-degree assault crime to utility and postal service employees.

	Chapter 86
	SF1285
	 
	Human services chemical and mental health services policy provisions modifications; rate reforms; juvenile treatment screenings and oversight provisions modifications.

	Chapter 87
	HF387
	 
	This bill extends and expands the driver's license reinstatement diversion pilot project that the legislature established in 2009. The program was set to expire on June 30, 2011, and only cities are eligible to participate. Under the bill, the program is extended to June 30, 2013, and counties are eligible to participate. The program provides diversion driver's licenses to offenders who have had their licenses suspended and agree to pay their outstanding fees, fines, and surcharges back in installments and meet other requirements required under law or established in program guidelines.

	Chapter 88
	SF1308
	 
	Constitutional amendment to recognize marriage solely between one man and one woman.

	Chapter 89
	SF1159
	 
	Workers compensation advisory council recommendations adoption.

	Chapter 90
	SF612
	 
	Youth athlete concussion policies and requirements establishment.

	Chapter 91
	SF881
	 
	E-charging expansion to citations, juvenile adjudication, and implied consent test refusal and failure.

	Chapter 92
	SF477
	 
	Food, beverage, and lodging establishment statutory governance exemptions modifications.

	Chapter 93
	SF799
	 
	Student records and data usage liability clarification.

	Chapter 94
	HF988
	Full
	Public defender representation provision modified.

	Chapter 95
	HF1405
	 
	Claims processing regulated for insurance on portable electronics products, and automated claims processing system use permitted to requirements and safeguards.

	Chapter 96
	SF86
	Full
	Carbon dioxide emissions increase by utilities ban modification.

	Chapter 97
	SF1197
	 
	Miscellaneous energy provisions modification.

	Chapter 98
	SF712
	 
	Omnibus state lands bill.

	Chapter 99
	HF954
	 
	Kittson and Marshall Counties; process for making certain county offices appointive provided.

	Chapter 100
	HF1144
	 
	State employee group insurance program limited reinstatement of coverage provided.

	Chapter 101
	HF264
	Full
	Personal Responsibility in Food Consumption Act; actions against persons for weight gain as a result of consuming certain foods prohibited.

	Chapter 102
	SF1287
	 
	Minnesota sex offender program provisions modifications.

	Chapter 103
	HF1179
	 
	Pupil transportation provisions modified, Department of Education's role clarified in maintaining training programs, lift bus use included in the category or revenue authorized for reimbursement, and actual contracted transportation costs included as a method for allocating pupil transportation costs.

	Chapter 104
	SF361
	 
	Leo's Law; Mitochondrial disease awareness week designation.

	Chapter 105
	SF1280
	 
	Employment gratuity sharing provision modification.

	Chapter 106
	SF1234
	 
	Omnibus secretary of state policy provisions clarifications and modifications.

	Chapter 107
	SF1115
	 
	Omnibus natural resources policy provisions modification.

	Chapter 108
	SF1045
	 
	Continuing education, insurance coverages, adjusters and real estate appraisers regulations modifications; workers compensation self-insurers provisions modifications.

	Chapter 109
	HF1105
	 
	Pickup truck provisions modified.

	Chapter 110
	SF1286
	 
	Health care facilities resident case mix classification provisions modifications; detoxification services interstate contracts authorization; body art establishments and technicians provisions modification.

	Chapter 111
	SF943
	Full
	Omnibus game and fish bill.

	Chapter 112
	HF1219
	 
	Omnibus technical tax bill.

	Chapter 113
	SF54
	 
	Claims against the state.

	Chapter 114
	HF1381
	Full
	Prekindergarten through grade 12 education policy provided, including general education, education excellence, special programs, facilities and technology, accounting, early childhood education, and student transportation.

	Chapter 115
	HF753
	 
	Without the changes provided for in this bill, a property owner could petition for detachment from one city and annexation to the adjacent city but only if each affected city adopts a resolution. Before 2006, a property owner only needed a resolution of one of the affected cities. In 2006, this was changed to require each affected city to support the petition. This bill restores the pre-2006 procedures and clarifies them. The bill adds to the description of the procedures for initiating a concurrent detachment and annexation that it may be started by petition of property owners accompanied by a resolution in support from at least one of the affected cities. The bill provides for a conforming amendment to clarify that the chief administrative law judge may order the detachment and annexation (without a hearing) if the proceeding was initiated by both cities and their resolutions were in order.  Property owners may initiate. The bill reinstates the pre-2006 language and permits property owners with the support of at least one of the affected cities, instead of all of them, to be detached from one city and annexed to another.

	Chapter 116
	HF1023
	 
	Courts, data sharing and release, juvenile delinquency proceedings, child support calculations, protective orders, wills and trusts, property interests, protected persons and wards, receiverships, assignments for the benefit of creditors, notice regarding civil rights, and seat belt provisions modified.

	Chapter 117
	HF232
	 
	Gold star license plates eligibility expanded to surviving legal guardians and siblings, motor vehicle fees regulated, and Department of Veterans Affairs and veteran homes regulated.
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