

 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
January 21, 2011

MINNESOTA CHAPTER—AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION
St. Cloud, MN
Board members, committee members, liaisons, and visitors present: Lance Bernard, Jean Coleman, Suzanne Rhees, Chuck Froseth, Cathy Waldhauser, Peggy Schmid, Otto Schmid, Adam Fulton, Wayne Hurley, Hillary Holmes, Chris Moates, Crystal Foust, Andy Gitzlaff, Jay Blake, and Bruce Peterson
At 12:10 PM Lance opened the meeting and asked everyone to introduce themselves.  Lance welcomed Hillary Holmes as the new Student Representative. Lance informed the Board that Vice President Mike Darrow has resigned because of new work duties but Mike will still help with the website.  There has been a lot of interest in response to the e-mail sent out about the open position.  An election will be held electronically in February.  Lance, a St. Cloud native, explained about the history of the Lake George recreational area.
Agenda: Peg suggested combining some of the work groups in the last half of the agenda since many members assigned to work groups were not in attendance.  Suzanne has a PDO item to add and the conference committee requested to add an item.  Jay moved the agenda with suggested additions; Bruce seconded and the motions passed. 

Government Training Services: Rita and Lance met with Helene Johnson of Government Training Services (GTS) to discuss a process for getting Certification Maintenance credits at non-conference GTS workshops.  A handout with several payment options was distributed and discussed.  During discussion it was mentioned that GTS has been a strong partner in the past, particularly on citizen planner topics.  Adam suggested having a set contribution rather than the sliding scales proposed in the handout where it is unclear what would happen if there is a loss on a workshop.  APA asks that Chapters contribute 30% to programs where Chapters are co-sponsors.  The PDO budget is $2000 and funds could be allocated from that line. The matter was tabled after the suggestion that PDO officer input is important, and they are not in attendance. Wayne moved, Gina seconded and the motion to table passed. 
Minutes:  The November 19th, 2010, minutes were distributed.  Jenn Reed Moses’ name is spelled incorrectly and “with MACPZA” was added between “letter” and “moved” under the “Variance reform legislation” item on page 3.  Gina moved to approve the minutes with the changes; Adam seconded and the motion passed.

Treasurer’s report: Adam distributed the Treasurer’s report and reported on balances and 2010 budget outcomes. The Chapter is $3,900 in the black and only $1,400 of the $9,400 in special budget items was spent.  Taxes will be paid on 2010 advertising revenue.  The Chapter will again have an audit on 2010 finances. Credits from APA exceeded the budget even though the fees to national increased. The 2011 budget was distributed and it generally carries forward the 2010 budget line numbers except for an increase in income from the conference, and increase in web support, and an increase in Board expenses better reflecting 2010 expenditures. In response to a question, Adam stated that a separate line item may be created for printing of the Citizen Planner manual.  The question was raised about the possibility of mileage reimbursement for Board members travelling to Board meetings. Lance responded that this issue has been discussed before and the resolution has always been not to reimburse because the expectation is that if you volunteer to be a member you are committing to attending meetings without reimbursement.  Bruce moved to accept the Treasurer’s report and 2011 Budget recognizing that some of the work group discussions may adjust some line items.  The motion was seconded and the motion passed.     

Legislative Committee update: Lance passed on an update from the Legislative Committee. The Legislative Committee had a short notice about a vote on the variance reform bill and decided quickly as a Committee how to respond.  The Committee has received some comments from members in contradiction to the position of the Committee’s response.  There was some discussion by Board members, and Lance encouraged members to send comments to the Legislative Committee co-chairs.
Volunteer events: Lance explained that Breanne Rothstein asked what the procedure was in asking APA MN members to volunteer at charitable fund-raising events such as “Kids Against Hunger?” The Events Committee has discussed the question and says that members can move ahead on these types of events without Committee approval.

Certification Maintenance: Suzanne asked when the next offering of CM credits would be occurring since deadlines are coming up.  It was clarified that deadlines are not imminent.  The Chapter has recently purchased more CDs, and the Professional Development Officers will be working on scheduling showings.
New business: Peg mentioned that the storyboard and writing assignments for 2011 newsletter will be coming out soon.  Chuck asked about registration for AICP and scholarships.  Andy mentioned that he is setting up a lunch in Stillwater for members.  These types of activities are at the discretion of the Directors and they can use their special budget dollars.  
Meeting adjourned at 1:25 upon motion, and members then spent time in topical workgroups developing 2011 Work Plan items.
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