Notes about the tracking spreadsheet.
The Excel spreadsheet is now organized into five tabs (“Bills-House Origin”, “Bills-Senate Origin”, “Session Laws-2011”, “House Research Bill Summaries”, and “Senate Research and Fiscal Analysis Office Bill Summaries”). The first tab is designed to track all selected bills as introduced through the Minnesota House of Representatives. The second tab is designed to track all selected bills as introduced through the Minnesota Senate. The third tab shows bills which were passed and signed into law or vetoed. Each bill is assigned a Session Law number. The tab is organized to show the bills by session Law number, followed by the bill that was passed by the legislature, whether the governor vetoed any provisions, and notes. After the conclusion of the 2011 Regular Session, two additional tabs have been added. One tab provides information and links to all bill summaries that have been prepared by Minnesota House research staff during the regular session (formatted to “Landscape” 8 ½” x 11”). The second tab provides information and links to all bill summaries that have been prepared by Minnesota Senate Research and Fiscal Analysis Office staff during the regular session. Examples of each tab are provided below (formatted to “Portrait” 8 ½” x 11”).
Descriptions for each of the columns used for both House and Senate bill tracking information tabs are as follows:

Originating Body: This identifies the origin of the bill’s introduction. Each bill introduced in the House will be organized and filed into the “Bills-House Origin” tab. Each bill introduced in the House will be organized and filed into the “Bills-Senate Origin”. This column on both tabs exists for logistical purposes but can also serve as a reminder that the information contained in the row is referenced to the body of introduction origin. During the session, status information about bills and their companions may vary between the House and Senate. As the session progresses, the information compiled and displayed on each tab will also be used to cross check information for accuracy and final summaries.
Bill (Status): This provides a link to the Revisor’s page that provides the bill title, a brief description, and links to long descriptions, identified authors, when new authors were added or removed, committee and floor action information, if any, and a table of formal actions, as recorded in the body of origin. The page also provides linked companion bill information and formal actions. During the session, status and action information about bills and their companions may vary between the House and Senate.

Designated Companion: This column identifies bills that have companion bills in the other body. During the session, information about bills and their companions may vary between the House and Senate. Bills may be linked as companions by reference to the Revisor Number (located on the Bill Status tab) or by formal action.

Bill Text: This column provides a link to the page where each version of the bill is stored. This page allows the user to track and read each change that is made to the bill.

Summary: This column links to bill summaries that are prepared by House Research staff for House bills and Senate Counsel, Research and Fiscal Analysis staff for Senate bills. Typically, bill summaries are prepared for the benefit of committee members as bills are considered and processed. Not every bill will be summarized. Links within this column will likely contain few bill summaries, especially during the early weeks of the session.
Long Description: This column links to a page which provides the bill and a short description of the bill’s contents. It is similar to the information used in the “Revisors Short Description” column.

Chief Author: This column provides the last name of the chief author at the time of the bill introduction and does not contain a link to the author’s legislative page. In some cases, a chief author of a bill may change. Information and links to the bill’s author(s) pages will also be found on the link contained in the “Bill (Status)” column.

Revisor's Short Description: This column provides the Revisor’s short description of the originating bill’s contents.

Notes: This column will contain brief information about committee or floor action, or other key information that may help to clarify its status or relationship to other bills within the same or other body of the legislature.
House tab example.

	Originating Body
	Bill
	Designated Companion
	Bill
	Summary
	Long
	Chief
	Revisor's Short Description
	Notes

	
	(Status)
	
	Text
	
	Description
	Author
	
	

	House
	HF0052
	SF 13
	Text
	Summary
	Description
	Peppin
	City, county, and town zoning control and ordinance variances provided. 2nd Hearing Scheduled: Government Operations and Elections Committee: January 19, 2011.
	January 11, 2011: Bill laid over for future consideration. (Other Green Acres bills: HF 12, HF 142, and HF 148)


Senate tab example.
	Originating Body
	Bill

(Status)
	Designated Companion
	Bill

Text
	Summary
	Long

Description
	Chief

Author
	Revisor's Short Description
	Notes

	Senate
	SF0002
	HF 142
	Text
	Summary
	Description
	Fischbach
	Minnesota agricultural property tax law (Green Acres) provisions modifications; Green Acres and agricultural classifications to pre-2008 status restoration
	See also: SF 37, SF86, and SF101


Session Laws-2011 tab example.

	Chapters
	Bill
	Veto
	Notes

	Chapter 1
	HF130
	Full
	H.F. 130 makes reductions to general fund appropriations in fiscal year 2011, reduces base appropriations for fiscal years 2012 and 2013, makes permanent temporary spending reductions in health and human services and revenue saving initiatives originally enacted for a single year.  The bill included changes to LGA.


Minnesota House Research--examples of bill Summary information.

	Bill
	House Research Bill Summary--Latest Version
	Subject
	Summaries for Versions of the Bill

	HF 1
	2nd engrossment
	Environmental review and permitting
	All versions

	HF 52
	First engrossment
	Local government, zoning variances
	All versions

	HF 753
	As introduced
	Municipal boundary adjustments; concurrent detachment and annexation
	 


Minnesota Senate Research and Fiscal Analysis Office --examples of bill Summary information
	Link to Summary by Bill Number
	Title

	S.F. 42
	Environmental Permitting (Third Engrossment)


